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Background

The Registry of Research Data Repositories
re3data.org is a major directory [1] of re-
search data repositories across all disciplines
worldwide and makes metadata on repos-
itories for the permanent storage and ac-
cess of data sets openly available according
to re3data’s Metadata Schema Version 4.0.
It is widely used by researchers to identify
repositories to find and deposit data. Fun-
ders and publishers recommend re3data to
guide investigators and authors to reposito-
ries to meet their requirements for sharing the
data that support grant-funded research and
publications. [2], [3] Librarians and lecturers
use re3data to promote data literacy. [4], [5],
[6] Other service providers such as DataCite
and OpenAIRE integrate with the registry to
feed information about data repositories into
scholarly workflows. As such, it plays a key
role in fostering data accessibility, preserva-
tion, interoperability, and reuse. The registry
acts as a reference point for repository meta-
data, providing a comprehensive overview of
the landscape. [7], [8], [9] Similarly, it allows
for analysing and monitoring developments
within the repository landscape. Curating the
repository information is therefore crucial and
contributes to high standards in data manage-
ment, follows the FAIR principles and pro-
motes a culture of open science.

Cooperation

Due to the broad uptake by the community
and participation of institutions across the
German research landscape, a collaboration
of the NFDI with re3data offers a unique op-
portunity to comprehensively map repository
information that is important for researchers.

The high-quality, comprehensive, and up-to-
date records will inform decisions on where to
store research data, depending on the needs
and requirements. Additionally, it improves
the exposure of research data infrastructures
of the NFDI, including the data generated, to
the international research community.

Developing an NFDI Standard

To organize this community effort to curate
the repository data, the Taskforce Metadata
from the Section (Meta)data, Terminologies,
Provenance of the NFDI aims to develop and
propose an NFDI standard driven by the com-
munity, which recommends NFDI-wide regis-
tration and at least annual curation of affili-
ated repositories in re3data. NFDI standards
are agreements adopted by the assembly of
consortia for the whole of the NFDI. By ac-
cepting and implementing an NFDI standard
to use reddata as a directory of repositories
and to actively maintain the information con-
tained therein, the NFDI will contribute to
accurate record information of NFDI-relevant
and recommended repositories. It will also
encourage repositories to adopt and docu-
ment current practices and standards.

Support

On the registry’s side, dedicated NFDI pro-
files can be set up easily. The profile prop-
erty describes a set of repositories defined by
a community. The NFDI consortia and com-
munities will need to determine relevant crite-
ria for recommended repositories. To support
the adoption of this NFDI standard, this sub-
mission will demonstrate the simplicity of the
suggest and the update process of a reposi-
tory record in the registry. We want to fa-
cilitate updates through the community via a



guided process of submitting change requests
for repositories affiliated with member insti-
tutions of the NFDI present at the conference.
The detailed process will be illustrated on a
poster and walked through by the presenters.

Resources

e re3data.org. https://www.re3data.org/
“Registry of Research Data Repos-
itories,” 2013, DataCite. doi:
https://doi.org/10.17616/R3D. The
website of the registry with search and
filtering functionalities.

e D. Strecker et al., “Metadata Schema
for the Description of Research Data
Repositories: version 4.0,” p. 33, 2023,
doi: https://doi.org/10.48440/RE3.014.
Documentation of the re3data metadata
schema version 4.0.

e re3data.org - Suggest.
https://www.re3data.org/suggest. The
form used to suggest a new repository to
the registry.

Remark

This poster on community engagement in re-
search data infrastructure was submitted and
first presented at CoRDI 2025.
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